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Presidentôs Message 

Spring is upon us with the 
sound of music and speech 
arts competitions winding up 
at the 49 festival units in this 
province. We have many 
celebrations planned this 
year. 

Doris Covey Lazecki, Chair 
of the SMFA 100

th
 

Anniversary Celebrations 
has been very busy 

planning the production of the Re-enactment of the 
May 1909 concert held in Regina. This historic 
concert will be held on Sunday, May 24, 2009 at St. 
Paulôs Anglican Cathedral in Regina. Singers from 
across Saskatchewan will form the Centennial Choir. 
This gala event will honour the thousands of 
volunteers who have kept the festival movement alive 
for over the century. 

The Ministry of Tourism, Parks, Culture and Sport is 
assisting SMFA in celebrating 100 years of festivals in 
our province by providing a grant of $1200 to each of 
the 49 District Music Festivals, through the ñBuilding 
Prideò program. These funds will allow each festival to 
host a commemorative gathering and to establish 
ñCentennial Legacyò Scholarships. We are ever so 
grateful to the Ministry for this grant to SMFA. 

Last year, 40 out of 49 festivals were represented at 
the Provincial Finals Competitions, providing a great 
opportunity for each of the competitors from across 
the province to showcase their talent. The 2009 
Provincial Finals will be held in Regina from June 5 - 
7 at the University and the McKenzie Art Gallery. At 
this time the Saskatchewan Team will be chosen to 
represent our province at the National Music Festival 
Competitions. In addition, the Centennial Classes will 
take place on Friday evening in the Education 
Auditorium. We gratefully acknowledge SaskEnergy 
and SaskTel for their sponsorship and support. 

Joanne Messer and Penny Joynt have preparations 
well underway for the National Music Festival to be 
held in Saskatoon, August 13 - 15, 2009. We are 

looking forward to the help of many volunteers from 
around the province.  Saskatoon is central in this 
province and it is my hope that everyone will consider 
attending this showcase of Canadian talent and cheer 
on our Saskatchewan participants. 

On behalf of the SMFA I invite all 49 festival units to 
attend the Saskatchewan Music Conference that will 
be held in Regina, November 6 - 7, 2009. The theme 
is ñRiding the Wave of Changeò and we are 
encouraging delegates to dress in blue and white. 

Past President Gloria Nickell and the Syllabus 
Committee have been working hard to complete 
another three-year (2010, 2011, 2012) Syllabus. The 
Syllabus is to be used in conjunction with the annual 
SMFA Directory. 

Mark your calendars for these upcoming events: 
Sarah Vardy and Jordie Houghton, winners of the 
2006 and 2008 Wallis Opera Competition 
respectively, will perform in the Regina Symphony 
Orchestraôs Messiah on December 16 & 17, 2009, 
and Raymond Ko, winner of the 2007 Concerto 
Competition, will be the featured guest artist with RSO 
on January 23, 2010. 

A special thank you goes out to the Saskatchewan 
Lotteries Trust Fund for Sport, Culture and 
Recreation; SaskCulture, and the Saskatchewan Arts 
Board, who support and grant substantial funding to 
the Association for our programs. 

On behalf of the SMFA Board of Directors I thank 
Executive Director, Carol Donhauser and assistant 
Sandra Kerr for their support of our many projects. 

We hope everyone interested is able to join in the 
many events that are planned at the Provincial and 
District levels this year. 

Have an awesome summer! 
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