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Presidentôs Message 

I am excited as I begin my term 
as President of the 
Saskatchewan Music Festival 
Association. I assure you I will 
do my best to oversee the 
events and growth of this 
organization. 

The SMFA Board of Directors 
are: Past President ï Gloria 
Nickell; 1

st
 Vice-President ï Joy 

McFarlane-Burton; 2
nd

 Vice-President ï Karen 
MacCallum; Directors ï Karen Unger, Nancy Wilkins, 
Nancy Toppings, Sandra Senga, and Eleanor Epp; 
and Ad Hoc member Joanne Messer. I sincerely 
thank Penny Joynt and Diane Bestvater, whose terms 
were completed, for their dedication and contribution 
to the Board. 

The SMFA has several events planned for our 100
th
 

Anniversary year. The 2009 Provincial finals will 
feature Centennial Classes. District winners from the 
49 festivals will perform works by Saskatchewan 
Composers in these Centennial Classes for 
Intermediate level (16 years & under) piano, vocal, 
strings, woodwind, and brass. 

This is your last chance to become a member of the 
Century Club. This fundraising project was set up to 
provide funding for the Centennial Class 
Scholarships, to assist with the funding needs as 
Saskatchewan hosts the National Music Festival and 
to fund other special one-time projects and to build to 
the future of the SMFA. Tax deductible donations of 
any amount will be gratefully received at the provincial 
office. 

Another event is the Re-enactment Concert of 1909. 
This concert will be performed at St. Paulôs Anglican 
Cathedral in Regina on May 24, 2009. Singing 
teachers across the province are asked to submit 
names of students who are willing to participate in the 
Centennial Choir for this Concert. 

The 49 festival units are encouraged to host a 
Centennial Reception after their final awards concerts 
to commemorate this milestone year. 

Our Annual Fall Conference/AGM was held in 
Rosetown October 24 & 25, 2008. Five National 
Music Festival officials, who were in Saskatoon 
looking over the University of Saskatchewan venues 
for the National Music Festival competition, joined the 
district festival delegates Friday evening. On Saturday 
Karen Charlton of Outlook kept everyone entertained 
with her talk on volunteerism as well as her singing at 
the Volunteer Luncheon. Thanks to Brenda Hamilton 
and the Rosetown committee for coordinating this 
great weekend and for their warm hospitality. 

The Gordon C. Wallis Memorial Opera Competition 
was held in Saskatoon November 29 with eleven 
vocalists entered. Congratulations to winner, Jordie 
Hughton, a baritone from Saskatoon. SMFA is 
grateful for the Wallis legacy providing this great 
opportunity for aspiring opera singers. 

We gratefully acknowledge Sask. Lotteries Trust Fund 
for Sport, Culture and Recreation, SaskCulture and 
the Sask Arts Board who support and grant funding to 
the Association for the many provincial programs. 

The 2009 Provincial Finals will be held in Regina   
June 5 - 7. This is also where the Saskatchewan team 
is chosen to represent our province at the National 
Music Festival Competition that will be held in 
Saskatoon in August. 

Thanks to the thousands of invaluable volunteers who 
serve at each of the 49 District festivals, helping them 
to run smoothly. I wish all of them every success in 
planning their 2009 Music 
Festival. 

On behalf of the Board and 
Staff of the Saskatchewan 
Music Festival Association, I 
wish you a very Merry 
Christmas and a healthy and 
prosperous New Year. 

ñClassical Competitive Festivalsò 

  
 SMFA Provincial Office 
 #2 - 62 Westfield Drive 
 Regina, SK     S4S 2S4 
 www.smfa.ca  

  
 Phone: (306) 757-1722 
 Fax: (306) 347-7789 
 Toll Free: 1-888-892-9929 
 sask.music.festival@sasktel.net 
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L to R, back row: Jennifer 
Krefting, Meara Conway, 
Christina Willatt, Jami Lynn 
Gübbe, Courtney Willick, 
Kayleigh Harrison 

Front row: Jason Rahardjo, 
Anastasia Winterhalt,  
Johane Ansell,  
Jordie Hughton 

Missing: Mary Joy Nelson 

Photo: Stephen Nicholson 

   

 

Jordie Hughton 

Opera Competition 
Draws Aspiring 
Young Singers  
 
By Luke Simcoe 
© The StarPhoenix  
(Saskatoon) 2008 
 

Channelling the character 
of a young maid coun-
selling her co-workers on 
the merits of promiscuity, 
21-year-old Courtney Wil-
lick smiled and sang her 
heart out Saturday after-
noon on a University of 
Saskatchewan stage. 

The young soprano was 
one of 11 aspiring opera 
singers in the Gordon C. 

Wallis Memorial Opera Competition. 

The contest, which began in 2000, occurs every two 
years and offers Saskatchewan singers the chance to 
win $5,000 toward their musical education and an 
opportunity to perform with the Regina and Saskatoon 
symphony orchestras. 

Willick, in addition to the maid's verse from Wolf's Die 
Spröde, also performed arias by Mozart and Donizetti 
in which she played the parts of a young girl displaced 
from her family and a "flirty" shepherdess. 

"Opera is huge ï it's an all-encompassing experi-
ence," said Lynn Blaser, a prominent Canadian opera 
singer who was a judge at the competition. "It touches 
you." 

Jordie Hughton, a baritone who Blaser referred to as 
a "very beautiful voice with a flair for performance," 
won the competition. 

Hughton, a student at the U of S, has appeared in 
many opera productions. He recently sang in the 
Saskatoon Opera School's performance of Rossini's 
Cinderella. 

Being an opera singer takes a lot of hard work and 
dedication, said Jami Lynn Gübbe, another contes-
tant. She said the competition is a helping hand for 
singers in a province that doesn't have the operatic 
infrastructure of larger cities. 

Describing herself as a "baby of the industry," Gübbe, 
22, said it can take months to master even a single 
aria. 

All of the time spent perfecting her pitch and 
memorizing lyrics in a foreign language seemed to 
melt away when Gübbe took the stage. The 22-year-
old really got into her characters, leaning on the piano 
for support during a tragic moment in her performance 
and staring seductively at the judges during breaks in 
Debussy's C'est l'extase, which she described as 

"pillow talk". 
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Calendar of Events  
 

May 24, 2009 

SMFA 100
th
 Anniversary Concert ï Regina 

June 5, 6, & 7, 2009 

Provincial Finals ï Regina 

August 13 ï 15, 2009 

National Music Festival ï Saskatoon 

 
SMFA is supported by grants from 

Sask Lotteries Trust Fund for Sport, Culture & Recreation, 
The Saskatchewan Arts Board and SaskCulture 

CELEBRATE WITH US  

2009 Centennial Classes 

 

 

 

One hundred years ago, in 1908, the Saskatchewan 
Music Festival Association was formed. The first 
Provincial Music Festival was organized in 1909 at 
Regina, to which all music societies were invited. In 
the year 2009, the Association pays tribute to the 100 
years of Music Festivals in this province by offering 
five special classes for competition at the Provincial 
Finals for that year only. Funding for these Centennial 
Classes has been provided by generous donations 
from the members of The Century Club of SMFA and 
from the Mary Anderson Memorial Trust Fund, 
established by her daughter Betsy Vought. 

We are offering 5 Intermediate Classes (16 years & 
under). They will follow the Provincial Scholarship 
Regulations for District Winners as set out in the 
Syllabus. The Intermediate Classes are: 

P  Class 2009 ï 1   Vocal Solo 
P  Class 2009 ï 2   Piano Solo 
P  Class 2009 ï 3   String Solo 
P  Class 2009 ï 4   Woodwind Solo 
P  Class 2009 ï 5   Brass Solo 

The District Winners in each class will proceed to the 
Provincial Finals Competitions and the winner of each 
Centennial Class will receive a prize of $500 and the 
opportunity to compete at a Final Award Concert for 
the Grand Prize of $1,000. Music to be performed 
must be by a Saskatchewan composer and current 
syllabus test selections are not allowed. 

A list of published Saskatchewan Composers 
(provided as a reference only) can be found on page 
20 of the current Syllabus. The music of any 
composer with a Saskatchewan relationship of birth 
and or residency will be considered eligible for these 
2009 SMFA Centennial Classes. 

100th Anniversary Concert! 

In celebration of our Centennial Year, SMFA is 
planning to produce a re-enactment of the May 1909 
concert held in Regina. We are fortunate to have the 
actual program from that concert: May Queen by 
Sterndale Bennett and Festegesang by 
Mendelssohn. The core players of the Regina 

Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Victor Sawa, and 
soloists from Saskatoon, Swift Current, and North 
Battleford will join forces with a provincial choir of 32 
voices from our member festivals. 

The concert will be held on Sunday, May 24, 2009, at 
2:30 pm, at St. Paulôs Anglican Cathedral in Regina 
(1861 McIntyre) followed by a reception. 

We hope you can join us for the celebration! 
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100th Anniversary Promotional Items 

To celebrate our 100
th

 year of Music Festivals, SMFA has ordered a number of special promotional items, seen 
below. If there is enough interest we will place a second order. Orders must be pre-ordered and in our Office by 
January 30, 2009 (by fax or email). 

 
Festival Unit: __________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Clear Tumbler w/frosted SMFA  logo 
$5.00 ea. Quantity ________ 

Colour changing stress relievers 
$5.00 ea. Quantity ________ 

Clear Coffee Mug w/frosted SMFA logo  
$5.00 ea. Quantity ________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notebook/pen Combo 
Black w/gold SMFA logo 
$6.00 ea. Quantity ________ 
 

ñBankers Classicò Pen w/ felt case 
Black w/gold SMFA logo 
$6.00 ea. Quantity ________ 

Cube Notepad w/black and gold SMFA logo 
$3.50 ea. Quantity ________  

Black Cotton T-Shirt w/gold SMFA 
logo on front w/gold gold listing of all 
49 festival locations on back.. 

$15.00 ea. #Youth _____ 

# S ____  # M ____ #L ____  
 
#XL___  #1XL ____ #2XL ____ 

 
Pewter Engraved Bookmark w/ tassle 
$12.50 ea. Quantity _______ 
 
Engraving: The Saskatchewan Music 
Festival Association (SMFA) was 
established in 1908 to promote music and 
speech arts through competitive festivals 
with the first provincial festival held at 
Regina in 1909. 

 
Balloons - 12ò Metallic Assortment 
w/SMFA logo 
$0.25 ea Quantity_______ 
 
 
Cocktail Napkins 5òx 5ò White w/1 colour  
SMFA logo $20/100 

Quantity _______ 
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National Music Festival 
Saskatoon 2009 
 

The University of 
Saskatchewan Campus 
will be the site of the 
Federation of Canadian 
Music Festivalôs AGM and 
Annual Competition in 
2009. The event will take 
place from August 8

 
ï 15

 

and will bring together 
festival winners from 

across the country as well as delegates from every 
province. 

As Host Province the SMFA has a team of organizers 
that have plans well underway and while the list of 
volunteers to date is impressive we hope that more 
readers of Festival Focus will come forward to help. 

There are still openings for: Doorkeepers, Music 
Couriers, Ticket Sellers, Adjudicator Secretaries, 
Registration, and Hospitality. If you are interested in 
being part of this exciting week please contact Janet 
McGonigle at jmcgonigle@sasktel.net or Penny Joynt 
at 343-1835. Please indicate in which area of 
volunteering you would like to participate. 

The following are general descriptions of the 
volunteer positions. 

Door Keepers/ Music Couriers/ Ticket Sellers: 

greets people at the door, ensures no one enters or 
leaves the room during performances, takes/sells 
tickets, delivers music to secretaries. 

Adjudicator Secretaries: are responsible for 

ensuring the adjudicator has everything he/she needs 
during the competition.  

Registration: greets and directs delegates/ 
competitors upon arrival. 

Hospitality: There are a number of events that 
require a coordinator to oversee final details in 
conjunction with the Federation board (examples: 
confirms entertainment, special guests, catering, 
decorations, etc.). Venues have already been booked 
(most are on campus). These include: 

1. Welcome Reception: Sat., Aug. 8 at Louisô 
Pub. This event takes place prior to the start 
of the AGM/Conference and is for 
approximately 60 people. 

2. Federation Dinner: Mon., Aug. 10 at the 
Faculty Club. This is held the evening of the 
last day of Federation meetings. It is a fairly 
formal affair and is for approx. 65-100 invited 
delegates & special guests.   

3. Grand Awards: Sat., Aug. 15, at Convocation 
Hall. This coordinator manages the stage for 
the Grand Award competition. 

4. Competitor Hospitality: arranges 
refreshments/ snacks for competitors 
throughout the festival. 

Thank you for giving this your consideration. 

(306) 873-5512 
E-mail: messer@yourlink.ca 

mailto:jmcgonigle@sasktel.net
mailto:messer@yourlink.ca
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2008 Fall Conference/AGM 

 �³�(�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J�¶�V���&�R�P�L�Q�J���8�S���5�R�V�H�V�´ 

Delegates and visitors were greeted at 
the Elks Hall in Rosetown on Friday 
evening by the Hosting Committee 
looking rosy in their red scarves. President Gloria 
Nickell welcomed representatives from 22 Festivals 
and introduced our special guests, executive 
members of the Federation of Canadian Music 
Festivals: President Dianne Johnstone, Alberta; 
Executive Director Cindy Rublee, Manitoba; Vice 
President Steven Fielder, Ontario; Directors Pam 
Allen, Ontario and Jerry Lonsbury (with wife, Sheila), 
Alberta. It was wonderful to have faces to put to 
names that we only see in print! 

Dianne Johnstone delivered a day by day description 
of the 2008 National Competitions held in Edmonton 
last August. In 2009 this competition celebrates its 
60

th
 Anniversary in Saskatoon, August 8 - 15. Joanne 

Messer, Chair of the Saskatchewan Hosting 
Committee, presented an appeal and sign-up sheet 
for volunteers for this propitious event. 

The delightful entertainment for the evening was the 
quartet ñTop Drawerò, affiliated with the Sweet 
Adelines International, Saskatoon Chapter. The 
Presidentôs Reception featured hot hors dôoeuvres, 
veggie platters and fruit kabobs which were very well 
received. Gloria Nickell organized a ñMeet and Greetò 
mixer and energetic visiting was enjoyed by all. 

To begin an information-packed schedule, Saturday 
morning breakfast greeted conference attendees with 
warm home-made cinnamon buns, muffins, bagels 
and fruit. With coffee cups in hand, an attentive 
audience welcomed a ñBasics of Musical Theatreò 
workshop presented by Joy McFarlane-Burton. 
Appropriate repertoire, costuming and props 
information was followed by round table discussions 
and a Q&A session. The second workshop was a 
power-point with hand-out presentation narrated by 
Gloria Nickell which expressed many fine points on 
contacting potential sponsors in you community. 
ñFund raising is Friend raising!ò The third session was 
a ñBack to Basicsò presentation by Sandra Kerr and 
Carol Donhauser that explained the many forms that 

are required throughout the year, information about 
adjudicators, followed by Q & A. A binder, ñFestival 
Reporting Made Easyò, was supplied to all festivals. 

Throughout the conference, draws were made for 
wonderful door prizes which reflected the generous 
support of the Rosetown community. 

The Volunteer Luncheon is a definite highlight of the 
conference. This year, awards were presented by 
Gloria Nickell to the following 18 recipients: Biggar - 
Brenda Steeg, Gleena Tavanetz; Estevan - Cindy 
Burham; Kipling - Pat Widdup; Maple Creek - Heather 
Mcnab, Lou-Ellen and Omar Murray; Meadow Lake - 
Susan Paley; Prairie Sunset - Janice Morris, Barb 
Stefaniuk; Rosetown - Deborah Paquette; Sand Hills - 
Merlene Nagel; Saskatoon - Sylvia Acton; Spiritwood 
- Bevra Fee; Swift Current - Janet Loeppky; Unity - 
Eileen Pool; Yorkton - Calla Effa, Gwen Stewart. The 
Guest Speaker and Entertainment for the luncheon 
was Karen Charlton of Outlook, accompanied by 
Kathleen Lohrenz-Gable. Karen, a dynamic speaker, 
gave a very witty and comical talk on ñthe rewards of 
being a volunteer ï to a room full of volunteers who 
run volunteer organizations!ò Her vocal performance 
was excellent and the conference gave a standing 
ovation. 

Prominent aspects of the AGM are the Festival 
Reports, motions and elections. The 2008 Annual 
Report is a worthwhile addition to your Festivalôs 
archives. Three new Directors were elected: Eleanor 
Epp - Hafford, Sandra Senga - Meadow Lake, and 
Nancy Toppings - Kipling. They will join the SMFA 
Provincial Board of Directors: President - Theresa 
Brost, 1

st
 Vice President - Joy McFarlane-Burton, 2

nd
 

Vice President - Karen MacCallum, Directors - Karen 
Unger and Nancy Wilkins. Outgoing board members 
Penny Joynt and Diane Bestvater were thanked for 
their time and contributions. 

Many thanks were given all around. Echoes of ñSee 
you at the Centennial re-enactment Concert in May at 
Reginaò, ñSee you at Provincials in June at Reginaò, 
and ñSee you at Nationals in August in Saskatoonò 
hung in the air as smiling faces prepared to go home 
from another conference, the 100

th
 or so!  

Karen MacCallum 

Effective January 1, 2009 

 Adjudicator travel rate will increase from 30¢ to 40¢ per kilometre 

 Maximum solo entry fee to increase from $15.00 per class to $20.00 and maximum group entry fee 
from $30 to $40 


